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GUILD HALL’S 39TH ACADEMY OF THE ARTS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS DINNER 

TO BE HOSTED BY NEW ACADEMY PRESIDENT, SUSAN STROMAN 
 

APRIL 22, 2025 AT THE RAINBOW ROOM, NYC 
 

HONORING 
ERIC FISCHL 

CHAIRMAN’S AWARD FOR SERVICE TO THE ACADEMY 
& 

LINDA LINDENBAUM 
SPECIAL AWARD FOR LEADERSHIP & PHILANTHROPY 

 
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY BROADWAY’S 

TONY YAZBECK AND SETH RUDETSKY 
 

 
 

Eric Fischl speaking at Guild Hall's 38th Annual Academy of The Arts Achievement Awards Dinner. Photo: Sean Zanni/PMC 
 

March 18, 2025 — East Hampton, NY: Guild Hall (158 Main Street, East Hampton) 
announced today the 39th Academy of the Arts Achievement Awards Dinner will take 
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place on Tuesday, April 22nd at The Rainbow Room in New York City. The Academy 
of the Arts, established in 1985, is a community of over 200 of the nation’s most 
accomplished artists and creative professionals who lend their talent and expertise to 
Guild Hall. 

This year, Guild Hall will honor artist Eric Fischl with the Chairman’s Award for 
Service to the Academy and Linda Lindenbaum with the Special Award for 
Leadership and Philanthropy. Additionally, nine new inductees to the Academy of the 
Arts will be recognized, including Katie Couric, Neil Patrick Harris, Sheree 
Hovsepian, Jane Krakowski, Ebon Moss-Bachrach, Joseph M. Pierce, David 
Rockwell, Jeffrey Seller, and Almond Zigmund. This special evening is hosted by 
newly appointed Academy President Susan Stroman, and Guests will be treated to a 
special performance by Broadway favorites Debra Monk, Tony Yazbeck and Seth 
Rudetsky. 
 
“This year marks the Academy's fourth decade, a perfect occasion to honor Eric Fischl 
and Linda Lindenbaum for their unwavering dedication to Guild Hall while welcoming 
Susan Stroman as the first female Academy President,” states Andrea Grover, 
Executive Director, Guild Hall. 
 
The 39th Academy of the Arts Achievement Awards Dinner will take place at The 
Rainbow Room (30 Rockefeller Plaza, NY) on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 from 6-10 PM. 
Tickets and tables can be purchased at GuildHall.org/AcademyDinner. 
 

ABOUT ERIC FISCHL 
Eric Fischl is an internationally acclaimed American painter and sculptor. His artwork is 
represented in many distinguished museums throughout the world and has been 
featured in over one thousand publications. His extraordinary achievements throughout 
his career have made him one of the most influential figurative painters of the late 20th 
and early 21st centuries. 

Fischl was born in 1948 in New York City and grew up in the suburbs of Long Island. He 
began his art education in Phoenix, Arizona where his parents had moved in 1967. He 
attended Phoenix College and earned his B.F.A. from the California Institute for the Arts 
in 1972. He then spent some time in Chicago, where he worked as a guard at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art. In 1974, he moved to Halifax, Nova Scotia, to teach 
painting at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. Fischl had his first solo show, 
curated by Bruce W. Ferguson, at Dalhousie Art Gallery in Nova Scotia in 1975 before 
relocating to New York City with his future wife, April Gornik, in 1978.  

Fischl's paintings, sculptures, drawings, and prints have been the subject of numerous 
solo and major group exhibitions, and his work is represented in many museums, as 
well as prestigious private and corporate collections, including The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, The Whitney Museum of American Art, The Museum of Modem Art in 
New York City, The Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles, St. Louis Art 
Museum, Louisiana Museum of Art in Denmark, Musée Beaubourg in Paris, to name a 
few. In November 2025, there will be a survey of Fischl’s 50-year art career at the 
Phoenix Art Museum. 
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Throughout his artistic life, Fischl has had the good fortune to collaborate on various 
book projects with E.L. Doctorow, Allen Ginsberg, Jamaica Kincaid, Jerry Saltz and 
Frederic Tuten. He co-authored with Michael Stone, a memoir titled Bad Boy: My Life 
On and Off the Canvas that was published in 2013. 

Among his passion for art education and community building through creativity, he has 
created scholarships and internships for young artists and art students. 

In 2021, along with his wife April, he co-founded The Church, a community art center 
and artist residency in Sag Harbor. To date, it is their most ambitious project and one 
they are most proud of. 

Eric Fischl recently completed his tenure as president of Guild Hall’s Academy of the 
Arts, during which time he founded their thriving Community Artists-in-Residence 
program. He is a Fellow at both the American Academy of Arts and Letters and the 
American Academy of Arts and Science. He lives and works in Sag Harbor, NY with his 
wife, the painter April Gornik. 

ABOUT LINDA LINDENBAUM 
Linda Lindenbaum, a lifelong resident of New York City, is passionate about her 
involvement in cultural, educational, and artistic programs. Her current affiliations 
include Guild Hall of East Hampton (member of the Board of Trustees), The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art (member of the Chairman’s Council; member of the Major 
Gifts Committee, member of the Visiting Committee for Modern and Contemporary Art, 
and a member of the Visiting Committee of the Michael C. Rockefeller Wing), The 
Morgan Library and Museum (Member of the Director’s Roundtable), Riverdale Country 
School (Trustee Emeritus), American Friends of the Israel Museum (member of the 
Board of Directors and a member of the Executive Committee), and the Peggy 
Guggenheim Collection in Venice (member of the Advisory Board). 
 
Lindenbaum was a member of the New York City Cultural Council from 1974-1978 and 
from 1994-1998. She was also a member of the Board of Trustees of the Alvin Ailey 
Dance Foundation from 2007-2015. She graduated from Riverdale Country School, 
Class of 1954, and Mount Holyoke College, Class of 1958. 
 

ABOUT SUSAN STROMAN 
A five-time Tony Award winning director and choreographer most known for Crazy For 
You, Contact, The Scottsboro Boys, and The Producers. Her work has been honored 
with Olivier, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle, Lucille Lortel and a record six Astaire 
Awards. Stroman is currently directing the new Broadway musical SMASH, slated to 
open at the Imperial Theatre on April 10, 2025. 

She directed and choreographed The Producers, winner of a record-making 12 Tony 
Awards including Best Direction and Best Choreography. She co-created, directed, and 
choreographed the Tony Award-winning musical Contact for Lincoln Center Theater, 
which was honored with a 2003 Emmy Award for “Live from Lincoln Center.” 

She directed and choreographed the critically acclaimed musical The Scottsboro Boys 
on Broadway and in the West End, where it was honored with the 2014 Evening 
Standard Award for Best Musical.  



Other Broadway credits include Oklahoma!, Show Boat, Prince of Broadway, Bullets 
Over Broadway, Big Fish, Young Frankenstein, Thou Shalt Not, The Music Man, The 
Frogs, Big, Steel Pier, Picnic, and Crazy for You. 

Off-Broadway credits include: The Beast in the Jungle, Dot, Flora the Red Menace, And 
the World Goes ’Round, Happiness and The Last Two People on Earth: An Apocalyptic 
Vaudeville starring Mandy Patinkin and Taylor Mac. 

For ten years she choreographed Madison Square Garden’s annual spectacular A 
Christmas Carol. She made her Metropolitan Opera debut directing and choreographing 
The Merry Widow, starring Renée Fleming. 

Her London West End productions include Crazy For You, Oklahoma!, Show Boat, 
Contact, The Producers, and Young Frankenstein. 

For New York City Ballet, she created Double Feature, a full-length ballet featuring the 
music of Irving Berlin and Walter Donaldson, and For the Love of Duke, featuring the 
music of Duke Ellington.  

Other ballet credits include But Not For Me for the Martha Graham Company and Take 
Five…More or Less for Pacific Northwest Ballet. Her choreography received an Emmy-
Award nomination for the HBO presentation Liza – Live from Radio City Music Hall, 
starring Liza Minnelli. She received the American Choreography Award for her work in 
Columbia Pictures feature film Center Stage. She directed and choreographed The 
Producers: The Movie Musical, nominated for 4 Golden Globes.  

She directed and choreographed the Broadway bound Ahrens/Flaherty musical Marie 
for The 5th Avenue Theater in Seattle. In collaboration with the Williamstown Theatre 
Festival, she directed the play Photograph 51 for Audible.  

She is an Associate Director for Lincoln Center Theater, a member of the Board of 
Directors for the Ronald O. Perelman Center for the Performing Arts located at the 
World Trade Center, and the newly appointed president of Guild Hall’s Academy of the 
Arts. 

She is the recipient of the George Abbott Award for Lifetime Achievement in the 
American Theater and an inductee of the Theater Hall of Fame in New York City. 
 

 
ABOUT THE ACADEMY OF THE ARTS 
In 1985, in recognition of the abundance of visual, literary, and performing artists in the 
Hamptons, Guild Hall’s Board of Trustees initiated an awards program and honored 
local luminaries Kurt Vonnegut, Willem de Kooning, and Alan Alda. The following year, 
the Guild Hall Academy of the Arts was founded by Roy Lichtenstein, Frank Perry, 
Joseph F. Cullman, III, Peter Jennings, Sydney Gruson, Wilfred Sheed, Elaine 
Steinbeck, Henry Geldzahler, and Sherrye P. Henry as an association of talented artists 
and arts professionals who have an affiliation with Guild Hall. 
 
Today, the Academy, presided over by President Susan Stroman, is an incredible 
assemblage of internationally recognized artists who advocate Guild Hall’s mission. The 
Academy’s 200+ members are resources of talent for our programs and for mentoring 



younger artists in the community to extend the region's legacy as one of the country’s 
most storied art colonies. 
 
ABOUT GUILD HALL 
Guild Hall is the cultural heart of the East End: a museum, performing arts, and 
education center, founded in 1931. We invite everyone to experience the endless 
possibilities of the arts: to open minds to what art can be; inspire creativity and 
conversation; and have fun. 
 
Guild Hall has served four generations and introduced audiences to the most storied 
artists and performers of our time. As we approach our centennial, we have completed 
a state-of-the-art renovation to match the caliber of our artistry for twenty-first-century 
audiences. The facility-wide Capital Improvements Project & Campaign includes top-of-
the-line physical and technological enhancements to better deliver on our mission as an 
artist-driven, interdisciplinary institution. 
  
For more information about Guild Hall, please visit GuildHall.org. 
@GUILD_HALL      #GUILDHALL 
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